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Appleton COVID-19 policies to shift as vaccinations continue

Olivia Zimberoff
Staff Writer

_________________________________

Jessica Kleebauer was a freshman
when she got the e-mail on March 12,
2020, telling the Lawrence student
body that campus would be closing
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Home
being Seattle, which was at the time
going through a massive COVID-19
outbreak, Kleebauer only had a couple
of weeks to pack up her things and get
on a plane.
When she read the email, Ramisha
Mahiyat was a sophomore from Bangladesh — a country that reported its
first death from COVID-19 less than
a week later. With the safety of crossborder travel still uncertain, she decided to stay on campus, joining the
select group of students who were
moved into one of three dormitory
buildings for the remainder of Spring
Term.

“At the beginning, it felt like I was
left all alone to fight this pandemic all
by myself,” Mahiyat said. “Without
having the comfort of having my loved
ones around me.”
Although the individual stories
look different, all Lawrence students
saw their lives suddenly shift when
the COVID-19 pandemic hit the U.S.
in March 2020. Schools, businesses
and restaurants were shut down, and
COVID-19 cases started to rise. Since
the start of the pandemic, Appleton
has had more than 8,700 cases and 65
deaths. Now, over a year later, cases
have been falling every week since the
beginning of Spring Term, as documented by The Lawrentian’s weekly
COVID-19 tracker — a phenomenon
which some have attributed to the fact
that, as of Monday, May 17, 145,658
COVID-19 vaccines have been distributed in Appleton.
“I’m sure that it’s going to at times

be awkward and bumpy as we figure
out what normal looks like moving
forward as a city and community,”
Mayor Jake Woodford said. “My hope
is that we will all be flexible and kind
to each other and understand and recognize that everybody’s having different experiences, frustrations and anxieties with the pandemic.”

For updated information on COVID19 in Appleton,
scan the QR code:
Regarding the vaccines, Public
Health Officer Kurt Eggebrecht thinks
that the Appleton community is moving in the right direction.
Eggebrecht and his team chose to
partner with local healthcare systems
and pharmacists to get the vaccine
clinics set up and distributed to the
community. The Fox City Vaccine

Clinic has administered more than
31,000 vaccinations and the local
pharmacies have administered thousands more.
With 44% of Appleton residents
having completed at least one dosage of a COVID-19 vaccine as of May,
Eggebrecht said, the city clinic is being
closed due to decreasing demand for
COVID-19 vaccines.
An emphasis on easy access to vaccination as well as spreading education on the safety and effectiveness of
the vaccines have been utilized in an
attempt to raise the vaccination rate
and lower the COVID-19 rate.
Woodford’s goal — if vaccination
efforts succeed and as Appleton goes
into summer — is that activities like
parades and fireworks can return and
people can gather once again.
As of Thursday, March 13, Outagamie County has lifted its mask
requirement, no longer requiring

facemasks for those who are fully vaccinated. Woodford does urge all members of Appleton to follow the new
CDC guidelines, and to be especially
mindful in crowded situations or on
public transportation, where masking
is still required.
“I think this is one of the hard parts
about where we are in the pandemic
right now as a community is we’re trying to hold two thoughts in mind at
the same time. One, that the pandemic
continues to be a threat, that it’s been
damaging,” Woodford said. “And
then also optimism about the fact that
the data is improving, the numbers
are getting better and vaccination is
continuing. And, you know, there’s
definitely a tension in that, in terms of
holding those thoughts in mind at the
same time.”

THIS WEEK IN PHOTOS:
Mark Burstein’s Last Lap

(TOP LEFT) Junior
Adwjedmaa Ali
leads the parade
alongside Burstein,
turning the corner
in front of the
Seeley G. Mudd
Library. Ali also led
the initial group
of students to
Burstein’s home.
Photo by Alana
Melvin.

The Lawrence community gathered for a
celebration of President Mark Burstein at the
conclusion of his tenure as Lawrence University
President, joining him in his “last lap” around
campus on May 15. A group of students met in
front of Burstein’s house to follow him in a parade
toward campus, ending with music and food trucks
outside the Wriston Art Center.

(BELOW) Junior Ezra Miller hands sophomore Jonathan Hogan a meal ticket for one of three food
trucks.
Photo by Alana Melvin.
(BOTTOM LEFT)
Sophomore
Kathryn Williams
places an order
at the Los Tres
Manantiales, a
food truck serving
Mexican food. The
two other food
trucks present at
the event were
Twisted Plants and
Caribbean Taste.
Photo by Alana
Melvin.

Do you have questions about any new developments on campus? Should the Lawrentian be covering any event?

Let us know!
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COLORES to host socially-distanced Pride Fair in place of Pride Prom

Emily Zuniga
Staff Writer

_________________________________

COLORES will be hosting a Pride
Fair to celebrate queer students and
allies on May 23 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
on Main Hall Green. They will be collaborating with the Lawrence University Native American Organization,
the Pan-Asian Organization, Alianza,
the Committee on Diversity Affairs,
the Student Alliance Against Sexual
Harassment and Assault, the Black
Student Union, the Lawrence University Disability Working Group and
the Diversity and Intercultural Center.
Each organization will host an activity
table at the fair.
According to junior Ezra Marker,
the president of COLORES, the Pride
Fair will be held in place of Pride
Prom, an indoor event that was typically hosted by COLORES during
Spring Term. Marker said that they
wanted to host a COVID-19-safe gathering this year, and since Pride Prom
has had over 150 participants in the
past, they didn’t feel comfortable hosting an indoor event.
As a result, the Pride Fair will consist of a variety of activities for students to participate in: tie-dye, finger
painting, friendship bracelet making,
origami flowers, queer flag door decorations and more. The Diversity and
Intercultural Center will have a table
with information about on-campus resources for queer students. Additionally, students will be able to paint their
hands and put their handprints on a
banner that will hang outside of the

Wriston Art Center to show solidarity with queer students. Students will
also be able to write down what
being queer means to them on a
piece of paper that will be placed
in the windows of the Diversity
Center.
Assistant Director of the Diversity and Intercultural Center
Yeng Lee, who Marker reached
out to for organizational assistance with the Pride Fair, said
that because of the COVID-19
pandemic, students haven’t
had many opportunities to interact in-person this year. Lee
explained that they hope to provide a space for all the diversity
organizations and students to
have fun together outdoors. The
goal of Pride Prom, Marker said,
was to celebrate the existence of
queer people without having to
emphasize the difficulties they
may face, so they wanted Pride
Fair to provide a similar space
for students.
“We want to create a space
where queer students and allies—but especially queer students—are welcome to enjoy
arts and crafts and are reminded
that they’re welcome and supported here at Lawrence,” Marker said. “We really want to foster
a feeling of welcoming and community for queer students on
campus.”
Lee also said that COVID-19
guidelines will be followed; the

tables will be spaced out and social
distancing and masks will be required

throughout the event. In preparation
for the fair, Marker said that they have

Weekly updates on the
status of COVID-19 at
Lawrence

purchased hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes.

COVID-19
ON CAMPUS

TESTS
CONDUCTED:

ACTIVE CASES:

TOTAL POSITIVE
CASES:

Total LU tests:
20,617

Active LU cases:
5

Total LU cases:
144

Total Appleton tests:
50,661

Active Appleton cases:
91

Total Appleton cases:
8,763

We are in:

GREEN
LIGHT

Limited cases
Isolation and
quarantine spaces
available

In-person classes and activities continue
as planned, up to half of non-essential
employees can work on campus.
*data reported as of May 19

Annual Diversity and Inclusion Champion Award winners announced;
Virtual celebration to be held May 25
Caleb Yuan
Staff Writer

_________________________________

The Diversity and Inclusion Champion Awards Celebration, sponsored
by Office of Diversity and Inclusion,
will be held virtually via Zoom on
Tuesday, May 25, at 7 p.m. This event
aims to recognize and celebrate the
accomplishments of students, faculty
and staff who made outstanding contributions towards diversity and inclusion in the Lawrence community.
The event will start off with an introduction of the award recipients and
their work surrounding diversity and
inclusion, according to Kimberly Barrett, Vice President for Diversity and
Inclusion and Associate Dean of the
Faculty.
Five award recipients will be recognized in Tuesday’s celebration: senior
Shaun Brown; the Lawrence University Disability Working Group (LUDWIG); Jaime Gonzalez, the assistant
director of admissions and interim
“Diversity, Inclusion, and Access”
(IDEA) specialist; Associate Professor of Music Horacio Contreras; the
Kaukauna Area School District First
of Many Program.

Movies, Movies...

continued from page 9
Pattinson, explains that the algorithm
will end all life on earth, and Kat asks,
“including my son?”
While Tenet’s script certainly
suffers from a serious case of exposition-itis, Nolan’s signature style

Brown, a student majoring in Psychology and Anthropology, focused
his two Senior Capstones on the mental well-being of Black youth who
are facing police violence and racial
trauma, as well as how the COVID-19
pandemic has affected people of color
regarding racial health disparities.
Brown is also the senior intern for
the IDEA student recruitment team in
Lawrence’s admissions office, where
he is responsible for contacting, meeting and interviewing prospective students and families. In his four years
in admission, Brown has worked with
many prospective students of color
and students within other marginalized identities and provided information regarding support, resources and
student organizations tailored to their
identities.
With what he hopes are impacts on
future prospective students, as well as
his own academic, organizational and
professional pursuit to contribute towards diversity and inclusion on campus, Brown is grateful that his efforts
are being recognized.
“All these experiences have been
a pleasure,” Brown said. “And [it is]
something I will take with me as long

as I live.”
LUDWIG, founded by junior Alex
Chand during this academic year, has
been advocating for disabled students
on campus and collaborating with
various student organizations to host
diversity-related events. In the past,
LUDWIG has had several virtual mixers as a social outlet for disabled students, worked with Greenfire for the
in-person screening of the film “I am
Greta” and hosted the Disability Policy
and Advocacy and World Autism Day
events.
Disabled students are facing difficulties in academic, social and personal life, especially for those who have
cross marginalized identities, Chand
said; as an organization, LUDWIG
plans to continue to support students
with different marginalized identities
in an effort to engage with the community and create a safe space for all
students.
When Gonzalez was a student at
Lawrence from 2012 to 2016, he was
actively involved in various diversity
initiatives including campus wide social justice trainings for students, faculty and staff. Returning to Lawrence
in 2019, Gonzalez has been contribut-

ing his time in diversity recruitment
strategy, transfer recruitment strategy
and overall admissions goals.
As a musical scholar, Contreras
co-authored “The Sphinx Catalog of
Latin-American Cello Works,” a free
database that contains information
about works for the cello by Latin
American composers, dismantling
stereotypes and creating new ways in
the cello music area. As a professor,
Contreras often helps students locate
funding for summer experiences and
opportunities for pursuing graduate
work or professional careers.
The Kaukauna Area School District
First of Many Program, created by
junior Molly Ruffing, is a mentorship
program matching first-generation
Lawrence students with potential
first-generation students at Kaukauna
High School. Lawrence mentors meet
with their matched mentees on a
weekly basis to discuss college-related
topics such as possible challenges, financial aid and applications.
After each recipient makes brief
remarks, the attendants, such as the
recipients’ nominators, supervisors,
colleagues and peers, will have the
opportunity to express how the recipi-

ents have impacted them in academic,
social and personal life, Barrett said.
This year’s Award Celebration
Event will be especially interactive,
according to Barrett. She thinks the
virtual platform will provide the audience a chance to directly participate in
the process of honoring the recipient
and show the recipient how their efforts are valued by the everyday people they are seeing in this community.
Each award winner is selected
by a committee of students, faculty
and staff volunteers from the President’s Committee on Diversity Affairs
(PCDA), who review the nominations,
discuss the selection of recipients and
recommend the recipients to Barrett.
“[We are recognizing] those folks
who are doing extraordinary work
and using their own influence to make
Lawrence more inclusive,” Barrett
said. “I think it’s important, particularly in times like this during the pandemic and…all the inequities we see
society, that people don’t just give up
but are still willing to [do] this work
[of diversity and inclusion].”

succeeds in some specific moments.
Perhaps the clearest example of this
is in the latter half of the film’s second
act, in which Neil and the Protagonist
enact a heist at high speed on an
Eastern European freeway. The scene
is undeniably entertaining; the action
is well paced and easy to follow, everything is crisply shot and color cor-

rected and the Ludwig Göransson’s
score sets a thrilling pace and tone for
the entire sequence. The acting from
the core cast is a strength of the film
overall as well; Washington, Pattinson
and Debicki are all talented performers, but the flatness of their characters
limits the scope of emotion that they
can deliver.

Tenet’s goal of being an “experience” falls flat on most fronts. The
film’s ending, which won’t be divulged
here, seems to attempt to give the
viewer some sort of satisfaction, but
ultimately feels empty and will likely
leave audiences with even more questions, especially for those watching
for the first time. A limited viewership

may find fun in unraveling the tangle
that is Tenet on subsequent watches,
but for most, even the well-executed
action sequences won’t make the film
a worthwhile experience when it’s
compared to Nolan’s similar, more
emotionally driven films.

SPORTS
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Approaching PEDs in combat sport Unusual Sports: Greasy
Antonio Gonzalez
Columnist

______________________________________

Obviously, performance enhancing drugs enhance the performance
of athletes who can see results in
the form increased abilities in endurance, strength and explosive abilities
depending on the compounds used
and the athletic requirements for an
athlete’s sport. An important note to
make is that the type of compound
also matters as to avoid drug testing parameters. The use of steroids
or other PEDS in sports have been a
longstanding controversial issue due
to the benefits given to the athletes,
but the classification of performance
enhancing drugs is not limited to the
use of anabolic steroids. PEDs are
classified pretty vaguely as anything
that can enhance an individual’s performance can be considered one, but
the differences between cheating or
not depends on the tolerance of certain organizations for certain compounds or the amount of a particular
compound. Many organizations have
deferred to the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) or any national antidoping agency such as USADA that
use their banned substance lists and
different drug testing parameters to
try and create a fair playing field in
the world of sports. It is dependent
on the choice of athletic commissions
and organizations for the stringency
of the testing and how they dole out
punishment for their athletes. Some
sports, federations or countries may
have many variations when it comes
to their list of rules and enforcement
of them. When it comes to combat
sports, many fighters have been
caught and appropriately punished
(sometimes) for their transgressions,
yet PEDs are still prevalent in fighting
and it seems that everyone knows it.
The incentive to use performance
enhancing drugs in most sports is
usually due to a certain competitive
spirit, peer pressure and the amount
of money one can earn. Certain athletes may do whatever it takes to win
whether it is fair or not since some
people just don’t care about the rules
or in some cases are subject to their
coaching staff’s competitive spirit.

Sean McLaughlin

There are many cases of athletes not
knowing that they are taking a banned
substance that their coaches have
been administering to them. An athlete may also know, or assume, that
the rest of their competition at higher
levels of the sport are taking PEDs
and think that they themselves have to
take PEDs in order to reach those elite
levels. Also knowing that reaching
elite levels of your sport would come
with bigger contracts and sponsorship
deals would incentivize an athlete to
take PEDs since everyone knows that
money is one of the biggest influences.
You can’t know if you would do same
or not unless that multi-million dollar
contract is in front of you.
When it comes to combat sports,
you are sometimes putting years of
your life or your life entirely on the
line for your sport. Serious injury usually occurs anytime a fighter hops into
the cage, ring or mat, and the use of
PEDs to give someone an advantage is
much more dangerous in the world of
combat sports than in any other sporting arena. Imagine being an amateur
fighter going against another who is
now able to increase his stamina and
power due to drug use. That fighter
has, without any increase in skill level
or training, decreased your chances
of victory and increased your chances
of living less. Of course, the use of
PEDs in other sports can endanger
the opposition especially in contact
sports like football, but in the context
of combat sports, it is much more of
a health hazard to go up against an
enhanced athlete.
Testing for PEDs would seem
like a no-brainer. I’d assume that anyone would want to catch athletes who
are breaking the rules and putting
others at a higher risk, but testing is
not as good at catching athletes who
are doping as many may think. In my
opinion, the UFC has the best standard for testing in the world of combat
sports with its use of USADA testing
protocols that allow for their fighters
to be tested at random for a massive
list of compounds through their use
of blood and urine analysis. But even
with the chance of being randomly
selected for testing, athletes are still
being caught. Unfortunately, there are

many ways around some of the most
stringent testing protocols. Certain
compounds are nearly impossible to
detect as the tests being used are only
able to detect known compounds. If
an athlete is able to skirt around testing by their use of a novel substance,
the tests will not be able to detect it.
There are also compounds with halflives less than a few hours which,
even with random testing, could allow
an athlete to get rid of a compound
and its detectable metabolites within
a day or two. Unfortunately, I don’t
think there could be a perfect testing protocol that could keep up with
the development of novel compounds
and very short half-lives. Testing of
athletes weekly and randomly would
cost any organization millions of dollars per year as the tests can be quite
expensive and an immense inconvenience to the athletes.
It would seem that current testing does catch the fighters who are
cheating, but those are the fighters
who manage to get caught. Some
fighters may have their PEDs under
control and know how to manage
detection times and get around testing. Some fighters who get caught
using PEDs later in their careers are
still subject to scrutiny because who
truly knows if they weren’t using earlier and just now got caught due to
improved testing? Fighters who do get
caught usually face fines and lengthy
suspension, but it has been shown
in the Journal of Physiology (2013)
that short term uses of PEDs can
still boost performance later on due
to the increased myonuclei retention
and effects on muscle memory. In that
case, should the fighters who have
been caught still be able to return?
It is hard to create perfect testing
parameters and punishments for PED
use and it leaves a questionable aura
around many fighters and organizations because no one can truly know
besides the fighters themselves.
It can be hard to trust fighters
to stay honest as it seems that some
who have been adored by fans have
been caught at some point with a
banned substance. And who is to say

name in the amateur community in 2019.
He was peeled to the bone, despite weighing
in at over 250 pounds at 5’7”. Nick is a mass
monster in the truest sense of the word, and
bigger guys of his type typically struggle to
bring a complete package as well as conditioning. Yet despite his size, the audience
could see every muscle fiber twinging as
he moved from pose to pose, dominating
the competition with arms that looked like
horse legs, shoulders the size of cannon
balls and a lat spread that would make a set
of barn doors jealous. He also managed to
increase size in his legs, a major criticism

after Chicago last year, all while maintaining the nutty conditioning required to be
a major contender for the Olympia. The
chat surrounding his Olympia prep right
now seems to be that he is a legitimate contender, and I think for good reason. If he
comes in looking like he did on Saturday,
Mamdouh Elssbiay’s title may well be in
jeopardy.

had run for 10
weeks leading up to the show. The fact of the
matter is Blessing disappointed; he missjudged his diet timing, and his conditioning
was certainly noticeably off compared to
other competitors. He finished in the bottom
half, as there were only 10 competitors, and
needs to put on size; if the Indy Pro didn’t
confirm it, the New York Pro did. His legs
look small in comparison to his torso, and
his tiny waist makes his lats look deceptively
small, especially from the front. Essentially,
Blessing needs experience. Though this
experience seems to have humbled him, as
in a recent Instagram post Blessing congratulated Walker. In the same post he admitted
his conditioning was poor before Indy, and
confirming he’ll be “going back to school”
before competing again. I’m very glad to see
this from Blessing, as he clearly has a great
genetic makeup and the bodybuilding world
at his feet. We haven’t seen the best of him
yet, but watch out for when we do.

Blessing Disappoints, Beef Over
Nick dominated Blessing, who
finished sixth, and his win seems to have
settled the beef between the two that

Epler bests Jewett for the Second Time
Nathan Epler followed up an
impressive pro debut in Indy with a win
at the New York Pro, beating John Jewett

See page 4

Kelli Quick

pole climbing

Columnist

______________________________________

Yes, you heard that right! This sport
involves climbing a greasy pole! Depending upon the local tradition, the
pole is either vertical or horizontal. If
it is placed vertically, whoever reaches
the top first and grabs the red flag is
the winner. However, there is another
slight variation to this sport -- the pole
is sometimes laid horizontally over the
sea, and these participants must walk
across it, whoever gets the farthest is
the winner! This sport is not recommended for people who are afraid of
heights, as falling is extremely common.
This sport is very popular in the
United Kingdom. There have been a
variety of greasy pole contests held
at many different fairs, including the
Crab Fair in Egremont, Cumbria,
alongside the annual Gurning World
Championships. The prize for climbing the 30-foot-long (9 m) pole was
originally a hat, but from 1852 became
a side of mutton, which if there are no
winners is cut up and distributed to
the poor. In 2004, the greasy pole was
discontinued as an event at Egremont
Crab Fair, due to high insurance cover
costs should a participant fall from the
pole.
Like I mentioned earlier, depending upon the local tradition, the pole’s
position varies slightly. At the annual
Seaview Regatta in the Isle of Wight,
the greasy pole is laid horizontally
over the sea. The competitors then
walk along it, balancing as best as they
can, trying to walk as far as they can
before losing their balance and falling
into the sea below. The person who
walks the farthest without falling is
claimed the winner.
Even though this sport is
very dangerous and messy, it is very
entertaining to watch! It is a crowd favorite in many different places of the
world including Indonesia, Brazil, the
UK and the Caribbean. This sport was
so popular that it even made an appearance in the 1904 Olympics! They
probably discontinued it due to liability issues, but it’s still around today
for anyone crazy enough to try it! The

biggest stage now for the Greasy Pole
Competition, takes place every year
during St. Peter’s Fiesta in Gloucester,
Massachusetts. In that competition,
usually there’s between 40 and 50
male participants, between the ages
of 18 and 60. While competing they
test out the slipperiness of the pole
all while attempting to be the first to
reach the end of the pole and grab the
red flag. But, what is used to grease
this pole and how long / far do they
have to go? The grease pole is usually
about 45 feet long, and if it is placed
horizontally, it can be anywhere between 10 to 25 feet from the sea at
Gloucester Harbor. The pole is heavily greased with biodegradable axle
grease. However, to make it even more
slippery, they may also coat it with a
different variety of “toppings”, ranging from Tabasco sauce, to banana
peels — just don’t rub your eyes!
The good news is anyone can participate in this sport! The event is
currently held on Friday, June 29,
Saturday, June 30 and Sunday, July
1 - always at 4:45pm. The first round
is a courtesy round where each participant gets to test and experience the
slipperiness of the pole, that round
doesn’t count. One by one contestants
take their turn trying to capture the
red flag before slipping and falling into
the water. How do people compete in
this sport, and what are some tactics
these competitors use? Some contestants sprint out like you see in horse
racing, hoping that the momentum
will carry them to the end of the pole.
Others take a very slow approach, one
step at a time, always trying to maintain their balance. It is not uncommon
for these daring individuals to come
away with scrapes, bruises or even
broken ribs from the fall after they
slip! However, the best way to climb
the pole, vertically at least, is that the
most successful climbers have been
seen to form a human ladder. It kind
of looks like a cheerleader formation.
They then send a small climber to the
top, along with towels to wipe the pole
clean. Climbers can also wear socks on

A rundown of the New York Pro

Columnist

________________________________

In a follow up to my previous
piece, the New York Pro took place this
past Saturday and featured many a rematch
between old foes from the Indy Pro. In the
Men’s Open division, fans were finally treated to the Blessing Awodibu vs. Nick Walker
matchup their online beef had been building up for months, while Justin Rodriguez
aimed to make it two wins in two and mass
monster Hassan Mostafa looked to lock
down an Olympia qualification. In 212, John
Jewett was back with a purpose after being
snubbed at the Indy Pro, as was second place
Indy finisher Nathan Epler who was seeking a win in only his second-ever pro show.
Here’s how it all went down:
Nick Walker Wins, Convincingly
The biggest takeaway from
the weekend was Nick Walker living up to
his nickname. The Mutant, only 26 and in
his second ever pro show after last year’s
Chicago Pro, brought the combination of
size and conditioning fans had been hoping for ever since he became a household

to top spot. With Tonio Burton out of the
way having won in Indy, this show was
essentially Epler’s for the taking--and boy
did he take it. Epler once again came in on
point, arguably even more conditioned than
the week prior. From the back, he looked
insane, beating Jewett in every pose after I
had argued last week Jewett had done the
same in Indy. From the front he was dominant in terms of size, showing fullness in the
chest and shoulders while doing enough to
control his midsection to overcome Jewett
on the day. The story here was size vs.
conditioning, and in the end Epler’s superior muscular size was enough to overcome
Jewett’s once again insane conditioning for
the second time in two weeks. He’ll be at the
Olympia this October.
Noel Adame Impresses
He may have come third behind
Jewett and Epler, but Noel Adame really
caught the eye at the New York Pro. The
Indy Pro champ in 2019, Noel is perhaps
the most well known Mexican bodybuilder
in the IFBB today, Adame’s physique is
impressively full and round. He outsized
champion Epler on the day, and has quad-

See page 5

riceps that look as though gravity should be
pulling them off his femurs because they are
so large. Noel’s greatest downfall, however,
is that as freaky as his physique is, he lacks
some balance and isn’t the most aesthetic. It
is important to remember that bodybuilding isn’t solely about size, but aesthetics
as well. He doesn’t possess the smallest of
waists, so his V-taper suffers, and his massive legs overwhelm his comparatively small
chest and arms, and he suffers from a lack
of midsection control as well, almost certainly as a result of the extremely heavy leg
training he endures to have the legs of a bull
(heavy squats and leg presses require a lot of
abdominal stabilization of the spine, which
results in oversized abs and a lack of balance
in the physique). John Jewett for example,
who beat him to second spot, was smaller
overall, but his physique was extremely balanced and his midsection far less blocky and
bulky, so much so he could hit a vacuum
pose while in his front double biceps. That
being said, Noel has a ton of potential, and I
expect to see him at the Olympia again soon
(he competed in 2019).
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Spacemart

Nose Piercings!
By Kelly Foy

By Rachel Robrecht
Previously: Spacemart coworkers
Ethel and Zander have learned from
Zander’s friend, Waylen, that Ethel
is part of a group of people manu-

cately, raising a brow and angling
his head in Ethel’s direction. “Well,”
Waylen continues. “Point is, one of
us knew the bartender, so we got

We targeted their other strip-mining
operations. Waylen was always very
careful to target just the equipment,
and we were slowing them down and

factured by Spacemart for free child
labor.

talking to her, explaining the situation, and someone had this stupid
idea, and the club had these huge
boxes of confetti…”
Zander giggles, honestly giggles, and Ethel turns to stare at him
like he’s grown a second head. “We
broke into the Spacemart warehouse
lot, and we…” Zander pauses, snorting with laugher. “We opened up the
fuel tank of every delivery ship and
just filled them with confetti.”
“Oh, no,” Ethel says.
The firelight reflects off
Waylen’s eyes as he watches Zander
laugh, expression fond. “Put that sector completely out of commission for
two days,” Waylen says, “which is
nothing for them, comparatively, but
it felt real good.”
“So, if that appeal didn’t work,
how’d you get them to leave this
planet alone?” Ethel asks.
Laughter dying out, Zander
stiffens. Waylen notices the shift,
pursing his lips together. “Oh, nothing quite as interesting as confetti,”
Waylen says, lightly.
Zander frowns. “We should
head back.”
Ethel can see something flicker beneath Waylen’s cool exterior,
something panicked and pleading.
“Will you be back tomorrow? I’m
planning to go finishing again.”
With one look at Waylen,
Zander deflates. “Alright.”
***
On the shuttle ride back, Ethel
tries to bite her tongue. She doesn’t
really want to deal with the weird,
gloomy aura that’s settled over
Zander, but curiosity gets the better
of her. “What did you do?” she asks,
finally. “What made this planet different?”
Zander scrubs a hand over his
face. “It’s not a pretty story, Ethel.”
“I don’t care,” she replies, sticking her chin out stubbornly. “I want
to know.”
Sighing, Zander relents. “Well,
our organization got bigger, for one
thing. We had a lot more public
support. But what really turned
the tide was, well…” He glances at
her, expression tinged with shame.
“Bombs.”
Ethel’s eyes widen. “Bombs?”
Zander nods. “Yeah, bombs.

costing them money, but they were
doing a good job sweeping the whole
thing under the rug.”
“What changed?”
“One night, there was an inspection we didn’t know about. Explosives
went off like normal, but this time…”
His hand curls into a fist where it
rests on his thigh. “Ten dead. A lot
harder to sweep that under the rug.”
“Shit,” Ethel breathes.
“It was an accident, and Waylen
felt awful about it, of course. But the
council finally took notice. Put a lot
of pressure on Spacemart to get control of their territory, and when faced
with a choice between one planet and
all-out war, they gave up the planet.”
“Is that why you left?”
“Not just that,” Zander says,
shaking his head. “The nature preserve was made to placate us, and I
knew that, but after everything that
happened, I was ready to quit while
we were ahead. A lot of the others, Waylen included, wanted that
war. Thought it was the only way
to change things. And maybe I was
an idealist, but I wanted to change
things without killing anyone.” He
smiles at her, rueful. “They never got
their war, or at least not as big as they
wanted it. The organization lost a lot
of backing after that. Turns out that
the public doesn’t love the idea of
killing people, either.”
He’s quiet, for a moment, while
the shuttle lands. “I don’t know,” he
says, eventually. “I don’t know if I’ll
ever agree with Waylen, not completely, but I think I underestimated
the kind of evil Spacemart is capable
of. And maybe that puts the line in a
different place than I thought it was.”
“It’s strange, for me,” Ethel
admits. “Because they made me, and
they raised me. But I wish they’d left
some more of the trees alone. I wish
they’d let me be a kid for longer. And
I’m not sure what I’d even do with
the money, but I kinda wish they’d
pay me.”
Zander snorts. “I still can’t
believe they don’t. Now, come on,
let’s head inside.”

determines the best fighters; which is
the principle behind drug testing, but
it is hard to ignore how easy it is to get
around it. At times I think it would be
easier to get rid of all the rules and
just let fighters beat each other up
as juiced up muscle monkeys. That

would hurt the integrity of combat
sports just as it would hurt the integrity of other sports since no champions
or records should be determined by
drugs. But I will say, it would still be
very entertaining to juice everyone up
and just watch what happens.

They begin to visit Waylen
more often, after that. They spend
most of their time sitting around
the fire in his campsite and talking
while Waylen prepares a meal, usually something simple, but always
fresh and delicious. One afternoon
he offers Ethel fish, which she’s never
even had a manufactured version of.
It flakes apart in her mouth, bursting with a flavor that she has trouble
coming up with descriptors for, other
than “salty.” She adores it, scarfing
down her serving far too quickly.
Waylen watches her with a goodnatured smile and offers seconds.
Little by little, some of the iciness between Zander and Waylen
begins to thaw, too. It may just be
a product of spending more time
together, falling back into the habit of
whatever amicable relationship they
had, however long ago. Or maybe
they’ve talked it all through, in a
conversation Ethel wasn’t privy to.
She gave them some alone time on
purpose, with the excuse of wanting
to hike around and explore the surrounding forest. There are a lot of
reasons to consider Ethel naïve, but
even she can read a room.
Her favorite part of visiting
Waylen, however, is when he and
Zander tell her stories from the old
days. It usually starts with one of
them, most often Waylen, cracking
some inside joke with a reference
to their past. Then, all it takes is a
gentle prod from Ethel to get them to
launch into an explanation.
“So, the council denied our
appeal to grant that planet protection,” Waylen says, in the middle
of describing one of their protest
group’s first attempts at curtailing
Spacemart’s expansion. “Which I
could’ve seen coming, all the bastards on the council are in the pocket
of the Corps. Anyway, a bunch of us
ended up at this trashy nightclub
after that, trying to drown out our
sorrows. All got damn near blackout
drunk—”
“You did,” Zander corrects. “I
wasn’t—”
“Oh, sure, you weren’t drunk,
but you were—” Zander coughs deli-

Approaching PEDS...
continued from page 3

that those who haven’t been caught
are still clean fighters? I’d love to see
an even playing field where it is only
natural limits, skill, and training that

Join us next week for another
installment of Spacemart! Missed a
chapter? Catch up on lawrentian.
com.

So, this week, I can’t help but
think about piercings. Right? I’ve
had my nose pierced for about…
what is it… 4 years now? I’m trying
to recall the time I did it, and why I
wanted it so badly. I feel like for the
four years this little hoop in my nose
has been with me I haven’t really
acknowledged it all that much. I
had the revelation as I looked in the
mirror and almost got frightened
by the sight of my pierced nose! I
was so taken aback because I rarely
acknowledge that it’s even there anymore.
Perhaps a large reason I’m feeling this way is masks. I mean, no
one new has seen my cute little nose
hoop in over a year! That’s terrible!
A travesty! Just kidding, there are
for more pressing issues of the past
year. However, I suppose a large
reason why I wanted this little piercing in the first reason is to show it
off to people. That’s the best part!
The numerous questions such as
“did that hurt? Wow, how long have
you had it?” Or the compliments.
Perhaps this is a narcissistic way
to go about having a piercing but I
simply cannot help it. I am me and
I cannot change. But, I think my fellow three holed nosers can agree, it’s
great when someone pays homage
to the fact you had a needle shoved
through your nose.
That’s the next thing… the
pain! You’d imagine it’d be excruciating, right? No! It was one of
the most painless piercings… like
ever. Perhaps it was the piercer,
the atmosphere or maybe just the
right place right time, but it was one
of the most phenomenally painless
piercings I ever have gotten. It was
pretty spontaneous too. I remember

it was the summer before my senior
year of high school and we were
at a friend’s house for a little late
summer barbeque. I somehow really
began wanting a piercing, at said
barbeque, and the rest was history.
My mother took me the next day
and it was probably one of the most
spontaneous, exciting and expensive
moments.
I remember walking and being
amazed by the jewelry they had on
display. I was used to Claire’s jewelry so maybe anything was bound to
be an upgrade. However, this place
had the most beautiful pieces. Gems,
studs, hoops, barbells, of every color
and every stone. I ended up going
with a cluster of little white rhinestones. Unfortunately, one day in
math class my senior year I was
reaching for a pencil or something
and I somehow knocked out my jewelry out of my freshly pierced nose.
Which was honestly so devastating.
I ended up finding the knocked out
jewelry and subsequently dropped it
again and lost it for good. Which …
now that I’m retelling this story… is
pretty embarrassing.
All in all, I would say everyone should have a nose piercing.
To me, they are the socks of the
piercing world. Not everyone wears
em’ but everyone should. They can
be dressed up or dressed down
AND they’re pretty practical. Well...
maybe not… but they sure are fun.
Also, if you’re in Chicago, Identity
Body Piercing is the place I was referencing above with all the mesmerizing jewelry and I just feel so obligated to plug them because they’ve
done a phenomenal job with all my
piercings! Mwah!

By Celeste Reyes
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What’s on your mind, bird?
By Lauren Kelly

Pets are such a big part of our lives,
but do you ever guess what they are
thinking? Each week, I will take a
different “pet” and write their “inner
thoughts.”
Uh, hello! Hello out there? Can
you hear me? I am, trying, trying to
speak? Yes. Wait, can you see me?
Huh.
Peacefully and gracefully I go
hoppity hop on the branch and go
buh buh buh on the ground my little
feet scurry across the land and I
think wow just go leap and soar
and be a bird! What it’s like to be
me, a robin. I mean it’s good I love
it but especially late at night after a
storm and then you just hear me go
chirp chirp chirp as I feast on worms,
worms everywhere. Or watch me play
around like all the birds in the sky are
my friends, yes.
You aren’t watching me like I
am so cute? Look up! Look at me!
Stop it stoopid humans. Take out
your ear plugs and stop looking at
your phones. Look look look. I am
nature. You pretend there is none
here but hear me hear me when I say

World Premieres for...
continued from page 8

audible rather than emoji-rendered
as the first performer’s footsteps rang
across the wooden stage floor.
The May 16 concert, which was
livestreamed, began with three pieces
written for flute and electronic track.
Some electronic accompaniment featured synthesized instruments, while
others experimented further with
warping and distortions as a background for the flute’s characteristic
voice.
A collection of pieces as ambitious and varied as those featured
on Sunday night required a brief set
change before the next portion of the
concert. On a stage now void of extra
wiring and the laptop that held digi-

yes there is because I am and we are
and pay attention to us!
But sometimes I think that
this school have so many strange
animals...I tell these birds to get away
from my nest and yes they do listen
because they get it. But humans? I
say: Peek! Peek! Tut tut tut. Peek
peek! Tut tut tut. That means get
away punks you hear me? This is my
territory, NOT yours! That means
back off. I know that I cool to spot
but I am nature not a pet not your pet
and I am not a part of this school so
leave. My friends get it so why don’t
yours? Learn our bird language, huh?
Scram! They do not get this.
One of my most favorite things
to do around campus is to go on the
highest tree branch and just squawk.
Wow, good stuff! I especially like
doing that in the wind, stationary
soaring. These squirrels get too close
to me but they don’t bother me other
than take my food from the feeders.

Comparative Histories
By Willem Villerius

hawks and the geese and maybe the
pelicans too. They are ginormous!!
Did humans know that? And the
seagulls are taunting and the others are just plain predators. But us
robins look out for each other. We
go Seeee! Seeeeeee! or Wee heee
hee weeee hee heee all very staccato because we actually are quite
super smart and we know how to live
because it is our nature.
We live all over Wisconsin and
they love us so we are famous, did
you know that? We are state bird! So
we are royalty here and we say get
away, everyone unless it’s a spring
or summer morning in the front
lawn and we go “Hello! Hello!!!!!!!! I
love this placeeee” because it’s social
hours for us birds and we say hi to
the bunnies and we say hi, thanks,
worms for your bodies and we just
go around scurry scurry scurry and
we are so smart we know that human
is watching from the window and
they think I am cool because I am
state bird! Protect us at all costs, am
I right?

I am pretty sure I need to be
scared of the eagles and seagulls and

tal accompaniment in queue, six solo
flute pieces were premiered. Just as
the electronic pieces each still carried
heartfelt stories of places once called
home and of quaint countryside landscapes, the traditionally voiced pieces
were no less bold, featuring a vast
array of extended technique, atonality
and the “rules are meant to be broken” attitude of modern composition.
The concert ended, after another set
change, with a video presentation of
four last piece, performed from offcampus, which also featured alto flute
and piccolo. One duo, flutist Cindy
Kaiser and composer Sofia Coman
with Memories, 3, took advantage
of their remote situation to include
animated audio visualizers for their
piece, closing out the night with a
multi-media performance.

This collaboration’s fruition after
two terms saw a realization of ideas
that had not even existed in the fall.
It gave composers a chance to write
a piece with the live feedback of a
dedicated performer, and players the
gift of a piece written just for them
to introduce to the world. For everyone, taking on the challenge of creating something from nothing – with a
stranger – became an exercise in vulnerability and the sharing of stories.
Each piece was an intimate glimpse
into a months-long conversation.
The live portion of “World
Premiers for Flute” will be available
on the Lawrence University Vimeo
page. The digital program is also available on the Conservatory’s Concert
Programs page.

To Whom it May Conern
By Grace Reyes

Unusual Sports...

their hands and feet to wipe away the
grease. This sport is both an individual and team sport, again depending
on the specific competition. There also
doesn’t seem to be any rules, just objectives you need to do in order to win,

this sport can be. Is it worth it for a hat
or some mulch, though? If not, why is
this sport still around today? Again, it
is a big entertainment factor, but what
do the participants really get out of
it? Maybe they are adrenaline junkies
and the fear of heights heightens their
experience of it even more, but for me,
I am perfectly happy with my feet re-

once again showing how dangerous

maining on the ground.

continued from page 3
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Photo Feature by Astra Medeiros

hard (collage).

floyd.

paint.
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stop.
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colombia.

thank you.

that sux.
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freaks.

johnny boy.
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So What, What Does It Mean To Be You? A Look Into Fionn Frawley
Tapashwi Karki
Columnist

________________________________________________________________

Sex education is something that is often overlooked
in systems of education and often seen as a taboo field. Fionn
Frawley, a rising sophomore, is here to challenge that. They’re a
queer and trans student with a major in psychology and a minor in
gender studies. While they came in with the intent to directly pursue sex education as a major, Lawrence did not have that option.
As an alternative, they decided to instead divide the requirements
of sex education’s background into two.
Frawley had his work cut out for him, graduating during the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic and entering a new environment right after were no walk in the park. However, Frawley
was not deterred. From all the college he looked into, he only
found one in the Midwest that spoke to him: Lawrence University.
He highlights, “This was the only school in the Midwest that I was
looking at, and I really did not want to stay in the Midwest. But
every other school just didn’t live up to Lawrence.” He explains
that he felt this way as finding a strong queer community was
important to him, and he found that Lawrence’s queer community
was one he was drawn to.

Stop debating Zionism and anti-Zionism
continued from page 11

project. It is also interesting to note the Christian Zionists who,
while not Jewish themselves, support the return of the Jews to
the Promised Land as fulfilling prophecies set forth in the Old
Testament.
Now we can turn to anti-Zionism. The realm of antiZionism that I know and have considered myself a part of tend
to be progressive and leftist groups who consider anti-Zionism a
movement seeking equity between Israelis and Palestinians, usually aiming harsh criticism at the Israeli government. A lot of people who consider themselves anti-Zionists are blatant anti-Semites and neo-Nazis who wish to see the Holocaust fully realized.
A lot of anti-Zionists are politically-radicalized Palestinians who
may fall into either of these groups of progressivism or extremism
in their advocacy for Palestinian rights. Another smaller group is
made up of Jewish Bundists. They are a historical Jewish socialist

This choice of committing to Lawrence for the community upon the other opportunities the campus has to offer has
supported him greatly this year. He explains the strong connections he’s made with his friends and the people around him who
have helped him navigate his purpose during this school year. He

of them this year, he is excited to become more a part of queer
and trans groups and organizations here on campus next year.
This is helpful for his journey after Lawrence as he aims to work
in the sex education field so he can help queer and trans folk in
many communities to both have a role model in the exploration

points out, “It’s certainly hard to find motivation on a day-to-day
basis, but I’d say the most motivating thing for me are my friends.
They are all very determined people when it comes to academics.
I’m lucky that they don’t let me fall behind, and they hold me to
my shit.” He explains that this is particularly important to him as
he struggles with depression and having a group of people around
him to keep him going every day has been helpful. Frawley has
also been crucial to his friends as his confidence and openness
about his queer and trans identity, as he highlights, has helped
many of his friends explore their gender identities and sexualities in a safe supportive environment. His choice to commit to
Lawrence has helped to further create a safe space on campus, as
igniting these spaces even in small group settings helps shift the
environment even further towards inclusivity and support.
While Frawley has already supported so many queer
and trans folk around him and in his circles, he strives to do more.
He states that while he didn’t have much of the ability to be a part

of identity and someone to support them through their journey.
Despite knowing what impact he wants to have — to support
queer/trans folk through sex education –– he is still figuring out
how he will achieve and reach these goals post-college. He knows
that, however, he is still someone who is growing and changing
into becoming the best version and most in tune with himself that
he can be every day, and navigating this will allow him to become
one step closer to figuring out what he wants to do next.
Frawley is someone who will be making a change in the
lives of many queer and trans folk as he already has in his first
year here at Lawrence. He finds deep purpose in the exploration of
himself and his identity and both providing and receiving support
from the people around him. He is someone who actively creates
spaces of safety and exploration, and will continue to do so for
many more people in the future. Frawley is already a role model
to look up to.

group that opposes Zionism and sees it as it lacking in solidarity
for the diasporic Jews who still fight for their liberty and identity
as a minority around the world.
I think that, from these two explanations, we can see
groups that have varying premises for their criticisms (or lack
thereof) and also groups who use the same label but would never
agree to associate with each other. This is fundamentally where
the problem starts to occur. An interesting debate I watched that
explains a lot of this well is a recent one between the 92-year-old
linguist and social critic Noam Chomsky, and millennial Zionistactivist Rudy Rochman. (I recommend everyone watch it, it's
fascinating on many levels.) In the debate from February of this
year, Chomsky explained how he was considered a Zionist early
in his life, but that while his beliefs didn't change, definitions did-and he suddenly became an anti-Zionist through no fault of his
own. Chomsky and Rochman agreed that both groups have a right
to self-determination, but get diverted throughout the debate into
arguing the semantics and history of labels and movements rather

than how to move forward cooperatively. This particular digression is characteristic of my broader issue.
Fundamentally, the labels “Zionist” and “anti-Zionist”
are causing nothing but gridlock in the discourse surrounding the
Israel-Palestine conflict. They are used to make pernicious arguments by the most biased individuals and have immense potential
to confuse those of us who may be out of the loop. This is why I
refuse to self-identify as either an anti-Zionist or a Zionist. The
distinction currently gives birth to enough red herrings to fill the
Dead Sea. In my perfect world, these labels would never come
up in political discussion. Zionists would be those broadly with
Jewish pride and anti-Zionists would only need to be anti-Semites. We obviously need to keep using slogans and labels--whether
you tout #FreePalestine or "Jewish Indigeneity,” none come
untainted. But all this being said, BBBBBBB fundamentally, the
terms Zionism and anti-Zionism are causing more trouble than
they're worth and they need to be retired in political discussions.
BBBBBBB

Photo Feature: London Centre—
Week Seven with Caroline Garrow

“See Through”by Morag Myerscough.

The East London Mosque.

Birdhouses.

Turkish Delight on Brick Lane.
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Creative Writing Club Serial Story:
Episode Seven

The Book
Club
Mikayla Henry
Columnist

______________________________________

As we slowly approach the end of
the school year, I find myself looking
back not only on the past few months,
but the past few school years. While
taking my trip down memory lane, I
came up with this week’s prompt –
books we all, or at least most of us,
had to read for school. Now, most
students do not usually enjoy being
forced to read a book for school. Many
would much rather just read it for fun.
For whatever reason being forced to
read often takes away much of the
enjoyment. Regardless, I think we still
have a few books that we liked reading
for school. So, this week I’m going to
discuss a few of my personal favorites
that I read in high school.
The first book I want to mention
this week is the timeless classic The
Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald.
It takes place in the Roaring 20s, a
time filled with jazz and never-ending
parties. We follow the main character,
Nick, as he watches the titular Gatsby
make a name for himself by throwing
lavish celebrations and attempting to
win over the love of his life, Daisy.
Soon, the parties lose their glamour
as the novel takes a darker turn, and
secrets and bodies alike begin to pile
up. Teachers usually spend class periods trying to explain how the infamous green light is somehow an analogy for the American Dream, which
is fine and dandy, yet I personally do
not believe that is why so many people
thoroughly enjoy this book, not to
bash those who are into seeking out
the symbolism in novels. Maybe we’re
drawn to the vibrant jazz age we never
got to live in or the luxurious lifestyles
of the characters, but either way we
are somehow attracted to this classic
book. I would personally recommend
this book for those yearning for a time
they didn’t get to experience and don’t

Esteban Olivares
Guest Writer

______________________________________

mind hearing the phrase “Old Sport”
over and over again, though it kind of
rubs off on you.
Hamlet by William Shakespeare
is next on the list for this week’s
recommendations. This, along with
Romeo and Juliet and a few sonnets,
is a common pick for the Shakespeare
unit in most high school English
classes. It tells the tale of young Prince
Hamlet as he avenges his father’s
murder and brings his uncle to justice
for his dastardly schemes. If this plot
sounded remotely familiar, you might
want to re-watch Disney’s The Lion
King after reading Hamlet. If you
want to liven up your reading experience, you can always pretend you’re
back in English class and assign your
friends different roles to act out the
story. I don’t mean to brag, but I was
a decent Horatio back in the day.
This is perfect for those who are classic Shakespeare fans and don’t mind
a melodramatic main character running the show.
The last book for this week is
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte. It
follows the titular Jane through her
various misfortunes in life as she
tries to find her place in the world
and falls in love with her brooding
employer, Mr. Rochester. The novel
tackles big themes like classism, religion and feminism, and was commonly brought up in English classes for
being a prime example of bildungsroman. Wow, using that word brought
me back to Mrs. Sixel’s class. I would
recommend this book for those who
are avid fans of period romances such
as Pride and Prejudice.
That’s it for this week’s recommendations! If you’re feeling a tad
reminiscent of high school, I would
suggest grabbing one of these books,
or whatever your favorite book may
have been at the time, and reading out
on Main Hall Green one of these days
now that the weather is warming up.

World Premieres for Flute
Rukmini Raman
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Last Sunday, members of the
Conservatory’s Flute and Composition
Studios sat scattered among the seats
of Harper Hall, a simultaneously cozy
and distanced setting that allowed
the performers to play live and
unmasked. For many on the evening’s
program, taking the stage would be
their first live-audience experience in
over a year.
During winter term, the two studios met on Zoom for the first time for
a crash course on composing for flute
and composer-musician cooperation.
Students were paired across studios
to conceptualize a piece reflective of
the writer’s intent and tailored to the
player’s expressive range. The project,
jointly introduced by the professors of
the two studios, was an opportunity
to engage with musical creation on a
new level for flutists and composers
alike.
Over the next few months,

drafts were composed, workshopped
and revised. Recordings were sent
back and forth and focused meetings with professors presented valuable feedback. Last week, the studio
Zoom screen was once again crowded
with twice as many faces as usual.
Everyone finally got to hear some of
what their peers had been creating as
each piece was premiered to a small
breakout group for a final round of
comments.
Before the venture’s culmination, flutists attended sessions in
Harper Hall throughout the day to
record demos for each composer’s
portfolio. While it was an opportunity
for high-fidelity capture with professional devices, the recording process
was one that had grown familiar for
students as it had, for quite some
time, been the only safe way to share.
In the late afternoon, though, the
house lights dimmed over a live audience. The stage was set. Applause was

See page 5

While looking at the map, Lizzie
noticed that every trail in the park,
including the path she tread upon
ended in the same crossroad: the heart
of El Diablo. She felt like prey that was
guided though the furrows like lambs
to the slaughter, to be drowned and
dined upon by El Ahogado.
“Look, we’re finally here!” Diane
shouted, pointing at the lake. “Even
though I sound like a broken record
at this point, I must say, I still can’t
believe that I finally convinced you to
come along with me.” Diane laughed
like a hyena that finally conquered its
quarry. “So Lizzie what do you think?
The lake looks so beautiful today,
doesn’t it?”
It doesn’t. To Lizzie, the once
sanctified, crystalline waters had been
defiled into a murky swampland.
Waves of bile slash onto the jagged
teeth that outline the shore, the water
bubbles like stomach acid, waiting to
digest whatever dares to fall in.
“Yeah, it looks… nice,” Lizzie
reluctantly responds.
By the time they got to the lake,
the day had departed with the only
proof of its stay being a lavender field
burned by the crestfallen sun. Lizzie
stared at the moon, and the ivory eye
stared back like a hungry daimon.
“So, when do you want to get into
the lake?” Diane asks her.
Lizzie shrugged, “I’d prefer to

stay on the shore, it’s much nicer over
here anyways.” Lizzie sat down onto
the sands of the beach, her feet prodding at the waters of the lake. “See,
this is good enough, isn’t it?”
Diane sighed, “You really don’t
want to get in the water do you?” She
slouched next to Lizzie and patted her
on the head. “What has gotten into
you kiddo? For the past few days, you
haven’t been acting like yourself. I
know I’m not the most keen on social
cues, but even I can tell something is
wrong.”
Lizzie looked away from Diane,
“I can say the same thing about you.”
“What is that supposed to
mean?” Diane snarled.
Lizzie quivered, “It’s just that,
nevermind.”
“It’s just that, what?” said Diane
as she loomed over Lizzie like a vulture.
She then stared into Lizzie’s
ashen eyes, “Oh, I see.”
Diane grappled Lizzie into a
tight embrace, “I think the forest is
getting to us. Look, we can-”
Diane clutched her stomach. A
ravenous growel can be heard permeating throughout the forest. “I don’t
think those sandwiches I made are
sitting well with me. I’m going to go
to the bathroom real quick. Lizzie stay
put, please.” With a slight moment of
hesitation, she ran off into the forest.
Alone, Lizzie stared off into the
lake. A sense of feral quietus is all
that accompanied her. She noticed a

yellow blob floating on top of the lake.
Partially, she stepped into the waters
to grab the object that she was looking
at, then it came upon her.
****Was that mother’s hat?****
Step by step Lizzie and the lake
became one and the same, a fandango
of the bull and toreador, where the
wanton fighter toys with its victim
until it seizes the kill. Once most of
Lizzie was consumed by the lake, a
slimy appendage grabbed ahold of
her, smashing her against the bottom
of the lake’s floor. The only thing that
Lizzie could see was the mossy tint
that covered the lake, and she seemed
to make out what appeared to be two
yellow eyes hidden within its depths.
El Ahogado
Lizzie started to kick at the creature, attempting to break free from
the hunter’s grasp. The more Lizzie
flailed, the tighter the appendage’s
grip became. Eventually, her vision
began to blur, her attacks became
weaker after every kick. When she was
on the brink of losing consciousness
Lizzie felt a force lift her up from the
lake and carry her onto the shore.
By the time she came to her
senses, Lizzie felt the protection of the
fire and the warmth of her mother.
She stared into the sky, she saw that
the once oppressing light of the moon
became a radiating beacon that colored the world, casting away demons
that hid within the umbra. For the
first time since her father’s passing,
Lizzie was at peace.

lized a fixed electronic track with
video and audio. This avant-garde
piece was “super contemporary […]
new and different,” said Gauvreau. A
video was projected behind Gauvreau
that showed vibrant images of lips,
television interviews and psychedelic
patterns. The audio track consisted of snippets of sound bites from
American talk shows, a radio interview with Billie Holiday and a conversation with a relationship therapist.
Both these were played in tandem
with Gauvreau’s flute performance,
which included key clicks and showcased Gauvreau’s impressive rhythmic accuracy, since the piece required
that she be completely in sync with
the background track. The rhythms
in the piece were “crazy” and incredibly well executed. This piece “highlights different things you can do
with music,” said Gauvreau. “I never
thought that I would play a piece
[…] with a video playing in the background.” She shared that this piece
was the most challenging to perform,
due to its speed and the extreme stamina it required.
Gauvreau’s final piece, Au-Dela
du Temps, composed by Tuko

Uebayasbi, comprised of two movements. This piece was fairly contemporary, but more melodic than the
previous piece. The piece was expressive, beautiful and “very pleasing to
listen to,” said Gauvreau. The gentle
piece was emotive and was a perfect
end to the recital. Gauvreau played
the piece with junior Juan Hernandez,
and both parts flowed into each other
freely. Frequently the melody passed
between the two parts, but “it is supposed to sound like one flute,” according to Gauvreau.
Collaborative performance and
playing with friends were important
to Gauvreau’s recital. She shared that
she had been wanting to do chamber
music with Nanstad and Hernandez
for a while, and this was the perfect
occasion. She wanted to “showcase
friendship through music” by sharing
the stage with friends who she was
comfortable playing with for such an
important occasion. “Getting to play
with someone who you know so well
[…] just feels very natural,” Gauvreau
said.
Gauvreau’s recital can be
accessed on the Lawrence Vimeo page
for those who missed it.

Student Recital: Alison Gauvreau

Lauren Woodzicka
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Alison Gauvreau performed her
junior flute recital in Harper Hall on
May 12 for a primarily virtual audience. Her program consisted of three
pieces, which highlighted her range as
a musician. The works were all contemporary pieces that varied in styles.
Gauvreau began with Azul, composed by Nathan Daughtrey, which
consisted of two distinct movements,
“Cerulean Ice” and “Sapphiric Fire.”
The movements represented the
“opposing incarnations of the color
blue,” according to the composer. The
first movement was slower-moving
and still, while the second movement
progressed quickly and aggressively.
Gauvreau commented that this piece
highlighted her musical “expression
and contrast, since the two movements were so different from each
other.” Gauvreau played both movements with junior Tyler Nanstad on
percussion. “Trying to blend with an
instrument that was so different” was
a challenge, but ultimately an enjoyable aspect of the piece for Gauvreau.
Gauvreau’s
second
piece,
Lipstick, by Jacob Ter Veldhuis, uti-

(RIGHT) Junior Alison Gauvreau performed
her junior recital on May 12 in Harper Hall.
Photo by Alana Melvin.

May 21, 2021

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

9

THE LAWRENTIAN

Sacred Art of the Sea: A mini art exhibition
Sarah Matthews

tion Sacred Art of the Sea because
the stories of these island nations
are sacred, and their preservation is
crucial if we ever hope to truly understand the birth of the new world. I

Arts & Entertainment Section Editor

______________________________________

At the beginning of fall term
this academic year, junior Meralis
Álvarez-Morales started research on
her mini art exhibition, Sacred Art
of the Sea, with no information on
the artists and their work in relation
to the Caribbean and Latin American
art world. Now, after countless hours
spent reading research articles, books,
reddit threads, blogs and discussing
with outside scholars and curators,
Álvarez-Morales’ mini art exhibition
showcases Haitian artists Seymour
Étienne-Bottex, Florence Martinez
and Jacques Enguerrand-Gourges,
as well as an American artist, Karl
Priebe. In terms of the art from these
artists, Álvarez-Morales says, “The
artworks by Haitian artists feature
a variety of themes that focus on
Haitian spirituality and religion, politics and most of all the representation
of Haitianess.”
The process of building a historical art background for these unknown
works was obviously full of both challenges and achievements. ÁlvarezMorales began her research by reading the book Kafou recommended by
Mieke Miller to “familiarize myself
with Haitian history.” ÁlvarezMorales does reveal, however, that
many academic articles she read were
not truthful with their delivery. “The
biggest challenge was the art historical scholars, reviews and journals I
would find written by U.S. American

Junior Meralis Álvarez-Morales began researching for her mini art exhibition Sacred Art of the Sea.
Photo by Sarah Elise Navy.

intellectuals often described Haitian
art specifically, when discussing
Caribbean art, as primitive and naive.
Both of these terms, when used to
discuss Haitian art, were used with
negative connotations, often to imply
that a nation of formerly enslaved
and trafficked Afro-Caribbean people
could not possibly produce prolific,
genius and truly fabulous art and artists, when this is in fact not true.”
Throughout
her
research,
Álvarez-Morales reveals she had to be
creative with what resources she used,
as she refused to use sources that
actively spoke against and “diminished the importance of these works.”
While compiling a historical background, Álvarez-Morales also realized

Movies, Movies,
Movies

Levi Homman
Columnist

______________________________________

Tenet, 2021, directed by
Christopher Nolan – 2/5 Stars
Tenet, for many reasons, is a
colossal failure in screenwriting and
storytelling. Christopher Nolan’s most
recent mind-bending adventure is a
masterclass in what not to do when
writing a script for a film. Events,
concepts and characters are described
to the audience without them being
shown on screen, dialogue is heavy on
exposition and devoid of emotion and
the experience as a whole is endlessly,
laughably confusing. That being said,
it has all the trappings of a fun, entertaining Nolan film: perfectly polished
set pieces, thrilling, well-shot action
sequences and a thunderous electronic score. In Nolan’s own words, Tenet
is less of a film and more of an “experience,” a puzzle box of diegesis that’s
meant to be watched multiple times
over and explored as an abstract concept. While it can be seen what Nolan
was trying to achieve, even this goal
of an “experience” misses the mark,
especially when the story is virtually
devoid of emotional stakes. While a
talented cast does their best to keep
their heads above the tide of Tenet’s
inexplicably bewildering script, the
film will likely only hit home with the
biggest fans of Nolan’s other films like
Memento or Inception.
The film primarily focuses on
a character known to the audience
only as “the Protagonist,” played by

John David Washington, as he comes
to understand the events surrounding a newly discovered time-reversing
technology. He and the titular organization, Tenet, attempt to stop Russian
oligarch and arms dealer Andrei
Sator, played by Kenneth Branagh,
from activating a time-reversing
device, called “the algorithm,” that
will effectively end the world.
All of this is explained to the
audience in detail by various characters in various locations across the
globe, all of which act as puppets for
spewing endless exposition. In one
scene, The Protagonist meets with Sir
Michael Crosby, predictably played
by Michael Caine, to discuss the next
steps of his mission. This scene is
a perfect example of where Nolan’s
writing falls short; the scene is so concerned with explaining the concepts
and events outside of its limits that it
ends up adding nothing to the story,
and only leaves the viewer with more
questions. This problem permeates
Tenet’s script more than it ever has
in Nolan’s writing before, and virtually every scene with dialogue ends
up feeling like a list of locations and
people with no relevant or remotely
interesting connections.
The only emotional aspect lies
with Kat, played by Elizabeth Debicki,
who is Sator’s wife and victim of his
abuse. Kat only cares about the wellbeing of her son, but this motherchild connection feels forced, trite and
one-dimensional. In one scene, Tenet
operative Neil, played by Robert

See page 2

“that as soon as Haiti achieved its
independence in 1804, many aspiring
nation-states quickly felt threatened
by the possibility of a thriving AfroCaribbean nation and have decidedly
treated Haiti and its citizens in accordance with colonial notions and perceptions of Black native bodies.”
As a student focused on arts
exchange and curatorial work, specifically within the Caribbean and Latin
American art world, Álvarez-Morales’
work and research with Sacred Art
of the Sea has changed her perspective. Álvarez-Morales says, “I am more
dedicated than ever to building a
career that will hopefully rewrite these
narratives and restructure the museum and gallery space to be reflective

of the space it claims to be; one in
which every artists and every person
can be seen, feel seen and learn. I am
also even more aware of the dire need
to decolonize, diversify and reexamine
the art historical and global art fields
of study.”
This mini art exhibition, however, has also had a personal impact
on Álvarez-Morales, she reveals.
“Being from the Caribbean myself,
I have always been aware of how
many Caribbean island nations and
states are still treated as colonies,
and the ways in which our stories,
histories and people are written and
seen very rarely reflect the people that
are rooted in these lands,” ÁlvarezMorales states. “I named this exhibi-

have also personally understood that
my role in a museum, classroom or
academic symposium should ensure
that these are stories that are remembered in every way possible.”
Álvarez-Morales
mentions
that much of the feedback from her
exhibition has been overwhelmingly positive. She plans to continue
her work regarding arts exchange
and curatorial work. “Thanks to the
experiential learning fund and the
Harrison award, I will be completing
two research projects that focus on
Puerto Rican art, museum spaces and
galleries and the representation of the
feminine body. I will be presenting
this research in next years’ Harrison
Symposium,” Álvarez-Morales says.
For those who would like to view
Sacred Art of the Sea in person at the
Wriston Art Galleries, contact Beth
Zinsli at beth.a.zinsli@lawrence.edu
to schedule an appointment.
Lastly, in regards to what she
hopes viewers take away from her
exhibition, Álvarez-Morales says,
“It is my deepest wish that viewers
understand that art in the Caribbean
is not just a means to make money,
but also a means to survive, celebrate […] a means to protect sacred
knowledge, history and stories that
have been buried or ‘forgotten’ by
the world.

Album Review:
Days of the New
Caleb Carter
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Most people have never heard of
the band Days of the New, but they
were quite the sensation for a short
time in the late 90s. Their first selftitled album went platinum on its
release in 1997, selling some 1.5 million copies and dominating American
rock charts with singles “Touch, Peel
And Stand,” “Shelf in the Room” and
“The Down Town.” The band promoted their album on tour with Metallica,
and achieved such praise that to this
day, frontman and guitarist Travis
Meeks has a standing offer to perform
with the Boston Pops Orchestra.
But the band was rife with internal problems related to creative and
personal differences from the get-go,
culminating in Meeks firing all members and replacing them with other
musicians for the group’s next two
self-titled releases. Despite the initial popularity from their first album,
the follow-ons could not compete
commercially with the original. Less
than twenty-five years after their
debut, Days of the New is practically
unknown, obscure to all but a small
fanbase of alt-rock devotees.
Travis Meeks started the group,
originally a Pantera sound-alike called
Dead Reckoning, in Indiana in 1994
with bassist Jesse Vest and drummer Matt Taul. Within just two years,
Meeks had gained enough musical
experience and written enough mate-

rial for a full album, and the group
added guitarist Todd Whitener to
complete the official lineup. The band
changed their name to Days of the
New and adapted their style into one
favoring acoustic instruments instead
of the standard electric guitars that
dominated the 90s rock sound. In
summer 1997 at just 18 years old,
Meeks and his group released Days
of the New.
Listening to Days of the New
in 2021, it’s immediately clear why
the album was so well received upon
its release. The album is a product
of its time, drawing inspiration from
contemporaries in alt-rock, metal
and grunge, resulting in a fusion that
feels right at home in the late 90s.
For instance, the main riff from the
flagship single, “Touch, Peel And
Stand” bears strong resemblance to
Soundgarden’s “Spoonman,” released
only three years prior. Another track,
“Now,” flaunts clear influences as
well, resulting in some kind of hybrid
between Alice in Chains and Led
Zeppelin. All things considered, this
album holds up fairly well after almost
twenty-five years. An advantage to
Days of the New’s acoustic sound is
that many instruments and timbres
go out of style or feel dated after only
a few years, but acoustic guitar has
longevity, appearing on albums in a
variety of genres in any decade.
The acoustic sound is certainly
a strong point on this album, but
it proves a double-edged sword.

One drawback to the acoustic-only
approach is that by the end of the
album’s 70-minute duration, the
tracks start to sound homogenous and
blur together. While a pure acoustic
rock band might stand out from the
pack at first, the lack of sonic diversity creates a wallpapery effect where
nothing can cut through the musical
textures enough to grab attention.
Acoustic guitars simply lack the punch
of electric guitars that make heavy
riffs pop, so in spite of unique and
multifaceted songwriting, the album
at times feels flat and bloated.
In spite of the band’s rapid success, the original Days of the New
lineup was plagued by intense infighting, largely centered around frontman
Travis Meeks. Since firing the rest
of the band, Meeks has continued to
prove incredibly difficult to work with
for other hired musicians, often in
part due to creative or individual differences. Unfortunately, despite contributing to band breakups, Meeks’
artistic vision has proved insufficient
to singlehandedly keep Days of the
New relevant even after subsequent
albums. But Days of the New may
one day have a chance at a comeback. Meeks has suggested on multiple occasion that a fourth Days of the
New album is in the works, so if that’s
the case, perhaps Meeks will concoct
something with even more staying
power and return to the spotlight
once again.
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What changes when the eyes of the world shift?

Barrah Kunaan Shamoon

Staff Writer
________________________________
In my Musicology 492
course on music and globalization, our
class discussions have often critically
examined the processes of globalization, cultural exchange and media
ownership. This is a class I would
highly recommend to anyone interested in Global Studies or Musicology
since Professor Downing does a great
job at exposing students to musicians
from around the world and their history. This is what I shared in my
class's media sharing forum comparing a documentary we watched in
class, Afghan Stars, to the ongoing
massacre of Palestinians at the hands
of the Israeli and American state:
“The
most
impactful
moment of the Afghan Stars film for
me was the ending post-credits where
they took a look at the lives of the participants after the show had wrapped
up. Nothing changed right? That's a
story I know all too well having grown
up in one of the crime capitals of the
world, Karachi, and in a country infamous for our large diaspora caused
primarily by religious fundamentalism. Time and time again, media outlets have capitalized on the suffering
of my people for the aim of filling a
news segment or report, all on their
own terms. And once the world gets

bored and looks the other way, we are
left to pick up the pieces.
“Today [written May 15]
is the 73rd anniversary of Youm
Al-Nakba (Day of Disaster) in
Palestine. If you are American, think
back to the news coverage in your
country during your lifetime which
overwhelmingly supports Israel. I
expect it will be a lot harder to remember than it is for me as someone who
grew up in Pakistan due to the amnesia in American popular media outlets
regarding the Palestinian struggle.
While CNN, MSNBC and Fox News
were busy portraying a 2-sided conflict or ‘war,’ Pakistanis were on the
street, year in and year out despite our
crumbling economy and government
to stand with Palestinian suffering.*
So why can the same not be expected
of an educated population with high
literacy rate whose taxpayer dollars
go directly to the continuation of the
struggle?
“For reference: 2014 and
2018 are the most recent examples of
ethnic cleansing and bombardment
on the scale we see today. If you do
not remember, this is not your fault; it
is the deliberate attempt of your country to block your conscience. Consider
another country, Britain, that actively
supports Israel and look at their long
track record of one-sided reporting
such as when they censored musician
Mic Righteous in 2011 from saying

‘free Palestine.’ In 2021, American
media outlet ABC news asked Tamer
Nafar, ‘What responsibility do you feel
Hamas bears for the deadly attacks
happening right now?’ To which
he very bluntly responds: ‘What an
annoying question… why is it when
any time a Palestinian guy comes and
makes an interview you want him to
take a responsibility. Take a responsibility for what? I don’t own an army,
I don’t own weapons, all I own as a
rapper, as a musician, as an artist is
a microphone. And you are talking
about a population which is armed.
And you are talking about what are
the responsibilities we are holding.
We hardly have any tools to deal with.
Why when it comes to Israelis and
Palestinians you always have to find a
way to justify the Israeli side?’
"What are the similarities in
the treatment of both musicians over
this 10-year long period? What is the
rhetoric that you have grown up being
fed about the billions in aid given to
a settler-colonial state carrying out
apartheid? And lastly, where does
social media factor into your understanding of the Palestinian struggle?
Along with Tamer Nafar, Mohammed
El-Kurd is another Palestinian who
has appeared on countless American
media outlets in the past few weeks
from Sheikh Jarra to change the popular narrative. What challenges do
they still face in convincing Americans

of their humanity and demanding an
end to the military aid and an end to
the amnesia in American awareness?”
I asked these questions
because I want to know how your
media managed to ease and subdue your conscience time and time
again to see Palestinians’ struggle as
a war and not a genocide, as “selfdefense” and not ethnic cleansing, as
a justifiable use of tax dollars rather
than blatant theft which could have
been repairing the deep divides in
American society. How is it that my
supposedly liberal peers at this university shy away from my critiques
of their military? Were your reading
lists on decolonization scholars such
as Frantz Fanon, Edward Said and
Aimé Césaire mere fictions happening
in another reality separate from this
one? How is there not more anger at a
government and military that has stolen your hard-earned money to bomb
the world instead of fixing the deep
scars of slavery and racism within
your own borders?
I hope that these protests
continue, and the social media outrage continues until there comes a
day when we don’t need to take to the
streets and put our hands together
to beg governments that Palestinians
be treated as human. Until that day
comes, every American needs to take a
long hard look at their history, the current state of the world, the existence

of 800+ military bases worldwide,
the billions in aid which have gone to
Israel and the hypocrisy of America
playing international policeman on
human rights. If you don’t already
know, now is the time to educate
yourself on the difference between
Zionism and Judaism to understand
why the two are never interchangeable. It is time to educate yourself on
the difference between a Zionist state
armed to the teeth with American
dollars versus ill-equipped insurgents.
I am begging you to see your media
for what it is; a propaganda machine
designed to keep you numb to reality.
Do not let this numbness shift your
eyes from the images coming out of
Gaza for it was paid for by your taxes.
Demand an end to the billions in aid
given to Israel which has enabled it
to continue 73 years of disaster on the
Palestinian people — 26,645 Youm
Al-Nakba.
*=I will very willingly
explain the flaws of Pakistani support for Palestinians based on coreligiosity to anyone who is curious
(shamoonb@lawrence.edu) but the
fact still stands that the Pakistani
people, along with those of Morocco,
Algeria, Jordan, Lebanon and other
various MENA countries have spoken up against the Israeli occupation
despite their own domestic issues.

The future of Star Wars is in The Clone Wars and The Bad Batch

Lauren Kelly

Op-Ed Editor
_________________________________
I’m not someone who really grew up
with Star Wars — my parents were
never big fans — and I was really
into Harry Potter for the majority of
my childhood. However, before the
sequels started to come out in high
school, I decided that I’d watch the
original trilogy for the first time. I did,
admittedly, think the movies were a
bit cheesy at times, but something
sucked me in. I liked this universe,
and I liked how it differed from Harry
Potter.
While the originals were
cool, I actually was way more interested in the prequels, which felt wrong,
given all of the hate I had heard about
the quality of those three films. I loved
learning about Vader’s background
as Anakin and thought that Episode
I had a very different feel than the
originals. For some reason—maybe
evidence that I was a casual fan—
despite my strong interest in Anakin,
Obi-Wan and Padme’s lives, I totally
stopped watching the prequels after
Episode I.
A couple years later, my
partner (a devout Star Wars fan with
a May 4th birthday to prove it) reintroduced me to the prequels. After
watching all three films, I became

so invested in the plot — The Clone
Wars, Sidious and Dooku, the backstory to the originals, you name it.
I just wanted to keep rewatching it,
until I learned that there was a whole
animated show called “The Clone
Wars” on Disney+.
Before we watched that
show, we had to do it “the right way”
and start with these mini episodes
that inspired the show. Together,
"Star Wars: Clone Wars” formed an
hour-long episode on YouTube. While
I wasn’t so sure if I would like the animation, I ended up really enjoying it.
We then moved on to The Clone Wars
movie, which blew me away; Ahsoka
instantly became my favorite character and I liked Anakin even more.
When the pandemic split
us apart, my partner and I finally
decided to watch the entirety of The
Clone Wars until the pandemic finally
ended. (Spoiler: we finished watching
it last summer, and here we are...) It
ended up being one of my favorite TV
shows ever. I love the theme music,
the little quotes at the beginning of
each episode, Ahsoka, Rex and all of
the other clones and even Ventress.
I love the plots and even the episode
arcs, which could get a little annoying
when I didn’t like the planet they were
on—the Mandalore episodes especially, oops. It really helped that the series
centered around some of my favor-

ite characters in Star Wars: Ahsoka,
Anakin, Obi-Wan, Padme, Cad Bane,
Hondo, Ventress, the clones... The
TV show really made it official to me:
animated Star Wars was just as good
as — and maybe even better than —
the live-action movies.
That might be controversial, but who cares? Star Wars can be
such a “gate-kept” franchise, especially for younger fans and femaleidentifying people. I might be new
to Star Wars, but I am a genuine fan
of it, even if I prefer the prequels
and The Clone Wars over *gasp* the
originals. But this is my point: if Star
Wars wants to continue to be relevant
(and of course, Disney wants that),
these new animated series need to get
developed, and fans need to like what
is being added to the new canon.
Even though the last season
of The Clone Wars ripped my heart out
(over seven seasons and 133 total episodes, consumed so quickly together, I
grew very attached), I think that they
did such an awesome job bringing us
from the Anakin era to the Vader era. I
don’t know if I can really explain how
much that last season built up, or how
much the series as a whole shifted
from lightheartedness to utter gloom
around the meta episodes (when the
family of “force-wielders” tests Anakin
as “Chosen One” in season three). But
honestly, I never felt the same way

during the plots of the originals or
sequels; they just didn’t move me like
that.
The new spin-off show The
Bad Batch moves me as well. It starts
immediately after Order 66 and thus
right after The Clone Wars comes to a
chilling ending. I believe that The Bad
Batch is everything that fans of The
Clone Wars wanted, as the legendary
Dave Filoni has played a huge role
in both series. While it starts off just
as sad and confused as the ending of
the The Clone Wars, the Clone Force
99 (Wrecker, Hunter, Tech and technically Crosshair, Omega and Echo)
makes up for it. They are successful,
entertaining and immune to Order
66. While this new series is developing constantly, I do think it’s safe to
say that it will be just as monumental
for me — and perhaps Star Wars as a
whole — as The Clone Wars had been
since 2008.
Though I have focused on
the prequel era and animated Star
Wars creations, I don’t want to leave
out the impact that The Mandalorian
has had recently as well. Since this
show was coming out around the time
my partner and I started to watch
the aforementioned programs, I didn’t
want to watch it because I thought
it would be too confusing to jump
timelines. Once we finished The Clone
Wars, we tried watching it while

apart — but we had too many technology issues. This was fine by me,
because I decided that I would not like
any live-action shows and I did not
enjoy the Mandalore episodes in The
Clone Wars. Finally, we started The
Mandalorian a week ago. I do like it!
It has a very cinematic feel to it, and I
love the Child, whom I call “baby.” I
will have a stronger opinion of it later,
but I know that it has had a big impact
in creating the new era of Star Wars as
well.
I feel like Disney will inevitably drain the Star Wars franchise
for all of the shows, ideas and money
it can get, just like the Harry Potter
franchise has exhaustingly done.
While it really shows the annoying
greed of capitalism, I don’t actually
mind it if we are going to keep on getting shows that explore moments in
between the established trilogies. And
it’s cool, isn’t it, that they are listening
to fans?
Please watch The Clone
Wars, The Bad Batch and maybe even
The Mandalorian if you have not
already (and are able to get Disney+).
They might be so much more interesting to you than the movies, and I
believe that they are very promising to
the future of Star Wars as a whole!
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Stop debating Zionism and anti-Zionism
Willem Villerius

Columnist
_________________________________
The Israel-Palestine conflict
may be the most toxic and polarizing
political discussion that has occurred
in modern history. As I've followed
the debate, I can feel my hair graying
from stress as I am constantly frustrated and baffled by the discussions
occurring. In this article, I am not
interested in debating or convincing
anyone of my general political beliefs
on the issue. I'll state them bluntly in
the following paragraph for transparency's sake.
I'm an atheist-agnostic
diasporic (which is code for nonIsraeli) Jew, and I personally think
that the Israeli government has been
committing a decades-long genocide
of Palestinians. I see the two-state
solution as the best option moving
forward; even though a harmonious one-state solution is something
I idealize, I just don't see it happening anytime soon. While I condemn
many of the actions committed by
both Hamas (a militant Palestinian
wing that holds power in the Gaza
Strip) and the Israeli Defense Forces,
I believe responsibility in ameliorating the solution falls on Israel and the
United States, their close and strong
ally.
These are my general
beliefs, but they are not points I am
here to make or prove. In following debates and discussion over the
Israel-Palestine conflict, a conclusion
I've come to is this: we need to stop
debating between Zionism and antiZionism. At one point, I identified as
an anti-Zionist as I generally found
more progressive political views and
willingness to critique the Israeli government among anti-Zionists. If you
held a gun to my head and forced me
to choose, I would still say I was an
anti-Zionist, but as I stated, I think
the discourse needs to move past
these labels. The debate and discussion I've found that center around the
use of these labels are incredibly toxic
in what is already an immensely contentious and bloody conflict that has
claimed and harmed too many lives.
Modern Zionism began
in the late 1800s, but has its roots
all the way back in the Tanakh, or
"Hebrew Bible" as many gentiles will

call it. It consists of many of the same
books as the Christian Old Testament
depending on who's arranging the
scriptures. The name Zion (where
we get "Zionism" from) refers to the
City of Jerusalem, the established
capital of the Kingdom of Israel after
being conquered and unified by the
Twelve Tribes of Israel as per biblical narrative. This occurred traditionally as fulfillment of Israel being a
"Promised Land" that God promises
to Abraham's descendants. This followed his lineage through Isaac and
then Jacob and then splits off between
Jacob's twelve sons who are the patriarchs of the Twelve Tribes of Israel
(Israel is both the name of the actual
land as well as a name given to Jacob
himself).
The Kingdom of Israel
(which is certifiably real outside of
biblical narrative) ends up fracturing
into the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah
before both being conquered by decidedly non-Jewish empires leaving no
Jewish kingdom standing by the 5th
century BCE. This sparks what we call
the Jewish diaspora where peoples
of Jewish faith and ethnicity migrate
throughout the world, setting up many
communities under foreign rule in
various places. Before the Industrial
Revolution, there were Jews in China,
Ethiopia, Russia, Portugal and the
New World among so many other
places. The treatment of the Jews
was a mixed bag and they tended
to have no say in being a minority
almost everywhere they went. This
varied between genocides, expulsions,
inquisitions and subsistence in isolated communities to name some of
the most prominent and unfortunate
occurrences. Also interesting to note
is that historically few Jewish individuals were given special rights under
the Christian feudal system to deal
with finances; this was because the
Jewish faith had far fewer restrictions
on moneylending than Christian sects
did.
In seeking to undo the diaspora in a certain sense, we reach the
Zionist movement of the late 1800s;
this seeks, in the broadest sense, to
re-establish a Jewish nation in the
Promised Land. Many Jews began
migrating to the area with the Zionist
movement, eventually forming an

Israeli nation in 1949. Migration continued throughout the 20th and 21st
centuries as well. This skips a lot
of messy political history and wars
between not just Israel and Palestine,
but colonial powers, Jordan, Egypt
and others. Regardless of this, no
matter how you slice the political history, there are now major populations of what I will broadly describe
as ethnically-diverse religious Jews
(since Zionism was a religiously rooted movement) and religiously-diverse
ethnic Palestinians (since those in
the area before the Zionist movement
shared similar ethnicities). I will take
it as a given that most (except for the
most extreme on both sides of the
political debate) agree that both these
groups have valid ties to this same
general area in the Middle East.
As we are in this continued
conflict, we now come to the issue of
how to agree and slice up borders. I
believe the terms “Zionism” and “antiZionism” have come to mean generally "those who are supportive of the
actions of the Israeli government" and
"those who are critical of the actions
of the Israeli government" respectively, but the histories and connotations
of the terms, I argue, make them absolute poison for political discussion
and cooperation.
I'll begin with Zionism. In
discussions and interactions I've had
and watched in real life and online,
I've realized that many people will
refer to themselves as Zionists, but
will have similar progressive left-wing
critiques of the Israeli government
that I do. For some people, Zionism
seems to be akin to what I would
call simply "Jewish pride," which is
something I have as well, even if I
don't call it Zionism. Many people see
Zionism as a movement that is, at this
point, particularly non-progressive.
These people see Zionism being characterized by the right-wing factions
of Israeli politics centered around
Prime Minister Netanyahu, American
political organizations like AIPAC
(the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee) and various politicians in
the Democratic and Republican parties. At the most extreme end, some
see Zionism as an overtly ethnonationalist and Islamophobic political

Repeat After Me:
Eat some soup

I have developed a deep and
passionate relationship with tomato
soup this year. Seriously. This may
sound kind of ridiculous, but tomato
soup has made me feel better countless times throughout this school
year. There is something so fantastically comforting about tomato soup.
I know soup can’t save the world, but
sometimes something as simple as a
bowl of tomato soup makes me feel
like I can conquer anything.
If you don’t happen to like
tomato soup, you’re probably thinking that none of what I’m about to say
applies to you. While I would love to
use this space to force the value and
superiority of tomato soup onto you,
I decided that might be too extreme.
Instead, I will hopefully allow you to
think about your love for soup, whatever soup may be to you.
I have the tendency to zoom
in too much on something. I get stuck
thinking about only my homework,
my classes or specifically only one
aspect of my life. I easily forget that
life is not always (nor only) about
school, work and money. This is
where tomato soup comes in.
As weird as this may seem,
tomato soup makes me appreciate life
a lot more. As someone who doesn’t
pay much attention to anything other
than the stressful aspects of my life,
stopping to eat a bowl of soup is more
than just a break. Taking the time to
eat something comforting and delicious while reflecting on my day has
brought me a type of peace like no
other.
And maybe you think it’s
kind of funny that I receive peace
from soup. And I’ll admit that it’s kind
of funny to me, too. But I think the

pocket-sized amounts. Peace can even
come in tomato-soup-bowl amounts.
While I think that large blankets of
calmness and comfort are important,
I hope you know they aren’t the only
way to feel better. Massive changes in
your life are certainly capable of making you feel comforted, but so are the
little, every-day parts of life.
So, if you ever feel caught
up in the chaos and craziness of life,
instead of attempting to make any
major career moves or travel plans,
I say you should eat a bowl of soup
first. I think sometimes we get so
overwhelmed with life that we forget
good things come in all different sizes.
Even if your life doesn’t feel like the
movies right now, there are positive
things that happen to you every day.
Little things are just as important as
big things in life. In fact, I think the
smallest treats of life are the sweetest.
While I can’t wait to score a
wonderful job in the future or travel to
Europe, I also can’t wait for the next
time that I get to go to Panera. If we
focus too much on making everything
grand in our life, we forget to appreciate the tiny joys life so kindly offers us
every day.
So even though the microwavable container of Campbell's
Tomato Soup I am currently eating
isn’t rated on the Michelin star scale,
it’s a 10/10 for me. Because no matter how much homework I have right
now, or how stressed out I am for
finals, I know that I have my bowl of
soup. Sometimes the most comforting
things come in a can. I can truly attest
to that.
If you don’t have a strong
love for tomato soup, I really hope
you’re able to enjoy your own version of soup. Maybe “soup” for you is
calling your mom. Or maybe “soup”
is reading a good book before bed.

See page 7

important thing to remember is that
we all find peace through different
outlets. I find peace from spending
time with friends and being outside
on a hot summer night, but neither
of these things brings me the type of
peace I get from eating tomato soup.
Peace and calmness can
come in the form of something big,
like knowing you have a job after graduation or being able to study a subject you love. Peace can also come in

Whatever “soup” is, I hope you don’t
forget about it when all you want are
big and luxurious things in your life.
Know that comfort is stashed in the
tiniest of places. All you have to do is
look for it.
Life is stressful and messy
and unpredictable. No matter how
bizarre or busy things get for you, just
know that tomato soup will always be
there for you. Don’t be afraid to grab a
spoon and taste it.

ly until we get exactly what we want.
Even more, we can turn to editing
to further craft our pictures into our
most ideal images. At times, we can
end up spending more time trying to
get a perfect snapshot of the moment
than actually enjoying the moment
itself. Although there are plenty of
times where it’s useful to be able to
view your photo seconds after you
take it and get a redo of the moment,
there are also times where it’s nice not
to feel that obligation.
With a film camera, your
photos are limited. A number on the
dial counting down your remaining film reminds you to choose your
moments wisely. With just 27 picture
opportunities on the standard disposable film camera, it’s not practical to
retake pictures until they're perfect.
Additionally, there’s no way to judge
a photo’s excellence in the moment,
because the picture doesn’t exist until
it’s developed. The moment is simply

captured as it is, imperfect and candid.
To retrieve the photos taken
on a film camera is another process
that distinguishes this type of camera.
Along with needing to be developed,
these photos are also printed, meaning that you are left with physical
copies of these moments you captured
however long ago. It is quite rare
now that we find ourselves having
photos from our phone printed. If we
do, they are often hand selected to
fit whatever it is we need them for,
whether it is choosing the best photos
of your friends for a dorm wall or the
most perfect photos of your family
to frame. With film, you are left with
these physical mementos from pieces
of your life, whether they turned out
ideally or not. They are a collage of 27
different snapshots of your unfiltered
perspective from a given point in time.
My absolute favorite and
least favorite part of film photography

is the wait that goes into it. Although
I find myself impatient and eager to
develop a roll of film as soon as it’s
finished, there is also something to
be said about waiting a bit. Whether
it is a few days, weeks, months or
even years, waiting to develop a roll of
film can be incredibly rewarding. Like
noted earlier, the roll of film becomes
a time capsule in a way, holding all of
these snapshots that were once seen
by the eyes of a younger you. These
snapshots are never seen again, until
that film becomes photos, at which
point it is a pretty remarkable feeling
to peek back into the perspective of a
past you.
Once you have these photos, they can be hung on walls, stored
in albums, given to friends or tucked
away to be rediscovered in the future.
Regardless, they are a special way
to capture the essence of your own
unique life.

Sarah Matthews

Columnist
________________________________

What’s fashionable about old-fashioned photography

Bello Minon

Staff Writer
________________________________
The morning after the dire
news of Lawrence shutting down
last spring, a friend of mine told me
that she had an idea. We walked to
the Walgreens on College Avenue,
where she led me to something I
had not seen in years—a disposable
camera. Carrying our cameras with
us throughout our daily routines, we
documented our last few days on campus together and vowed not to develop the film until next fall. The low
quality, plastic device became a time
capsule that I treasured for the next
six months, waiting eagerly to unveil
the photos that captured moments I
had long forgotten about.
Our cellphones do a magnificent job of making the ability to
take photos more accessible than ever
before. Not only can we capture spe-

cial moments without having to worry
if we brought a camera with us, but
we can also snap pictures of just about
anything. Whether it’s a picture of a
lecture slide that you don’t want to
write down, a map of a public transit
route or a screenshot of a humorous
photo you saw on social media, our
phones are home to a massive amount
of photos. While this is very useful, it
can also take away from the photos
in our camera rolls that do capture
special moments. A screenshot of a
recipe you only used once has as much
weight as a photo of a sibling on
their graduation day. Both are tiny,
square icons amongst hundreds or
thousands.
In addition to this, phones
and digital cameras let us create perfect images. We’ve all had to retake
a group photo over and over again
because each time someone doesn’t
like the way they look. Digital cameras
allow us to tweak a moment repeated-
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Pei Robins

Staff Photographer

How do you feel about the VR opening?

EDITORIAL
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
that appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s Editorial Board.
Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by email should
be text attachments.

“I’m excited because last time it was
open I was 20 years old.”
— Tyler Nanstad

“I’m really happy.”
— Mario Seaman

“Well, if I was 21, I would be happy.”
— Mae Capaldi

—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.
—All submissions to the
editorial pages must be accompanied by a phone number
at which the author can be
contacted. Articles submitted
without a contact number will
not be published.
—The Lawrentian reserves
the right to print any submissions received after the above
deadline
—Letters to the editor will be
edited for clarity, decency, accuracy and grammar.

“I don’t know much about the VR.”
— Julia Leib

“I’m almost 21, but I’m happy for
everyone.”
— Sonja Klusman ft. Chunky Blue

“Exciting for the upperclassmen. It’ll
be exciting someday when I’m old
enough.”
— Claire Zickle

—Letters to the editor should
not be more than 500 words.

Members of
the Associated
Collegiate
Press

“I think it’s really cool. It’s a good
sign that Lawrence is opening up.”
— Lance Juridico

Pronouns
— She/Her/Hers
Position
— News Writer
Majors
— Music Performance,
Government
Dream Job
— I’m not sure but something
that involves music and serving
the community!
Anything awesome you’re
currently doing?
— I’ve really enjoyed working as
a member of CODA this year.
What can you be founding
doing when not working at
The Lawrentian?
— Spending time with my dog,
Peaches!
Pronouns
— She/Her/Hers
Position
— Artist
Majors
— Film Studies, Studio Art
Dream Job
— Creating things
Anything awesome you’re
currently doing?
— Photography club
Favorite thing about being
a part of The Lawrentian?
— The community, I get to be
published.

“Hopeful.”
— Professor Koker

STAFF
FEATURE
Emily
Zuniga
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Astra
Medeiros
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“I don’t know.”
— Ray Wetzel Meehan

Pronouns
— She/Her/Hers
Position
— Features Writer
Major
— Government
Dream Job
— International Lawyer
Anything awesome you’re
currently doing?
— Yes! I’m trying to bring
conversations about restorative
justice to Lawrence through the
Title IX Office.
Favorite thing about being
a part of The Lawrentian?
— Being able to go out and
interview people and learn
about these experiences I
wouldn’t have otherwise.
Pronouns
— She/Her/Hers
Position
— Arts & Entertainment Writer
Majors
— English, Film Studies
Dream Job
— College Professor
Favorite thing about being
a part of The Lawrentian?
— Opportunity to expand my
writing skills and experience.
What can you be founding
doing when not working at
The Lawrentian?
— Playing with my rats or
watching Tik Toks.
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